
HOUSTON SCBWI 2020 VIRTUAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Except as noted, all sessions will be recorded and available for 30 days post conference. Faculty sessions 
denoted with (*) will not be recorded; recording of sessions denoted with (ᐩ) are TBD. 
 
All times are in CST (Houston). 
 
○ N = Novel ○ PB = Picture Book ○ IL = Illustration ○ IN = Industry 
 

 
 
THURSDAY 
OCTOBER 1, 2020 

 
6:30 - 8:00 PM 
Happy Hour & Industry Chat 

 
 
FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 2, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

5:30 - 5:45 PM 
Opening Remarks 
 
5:45 - 6:45 PM 
Opening Keynote 
K.L. Going 
KL Going Reveals the Secrets of Going the 
Distance: Top Takeaways from Twenty Years in the 
Publishing Industry 
 
6:45 - 7:00 PM 
Break 
 
7:00 - 8:00 PM 
Breakout Session 1 
N Megan Abbate 

Be Your Own Editor 
 
PB Varsha Bajaj 

Discovering the heart of the picture book 
 
IL Kevin Lewis 

Insights Into illustration Not Taught in Art 
School (Probably) 

 
IN Elizabeth Law 

8 Things You Didn't Know About the 
Acquisition Process 

 
8:00 - 8:15 PM 
Closing Remarks 
 

   



 
 
SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 3, 2020 
 
   

 
8:45 - 10:15 AM 
Critique Slots 
 
10:20 - 10:30 AM  
Opening Remarks 
 
10:30 AM - 12:00 AM 
Breakout Session 2 
N Jackie Lipton 

Strengthening Your First Pages 
 
PB Megan Abbate 

Finding the Shape of Your Picture Book 
 
IL Zeke Pena 

Just Keep Drawing! 
 
IN Tanusri Prasanna* 

Your Agent Questions Answered 
 
12:00 - 1:00 PM 
Lunch 
 
1:00 - 4:00 PM 
3 Hour Intensive 
N K.L. Going 

Exploring the Hero's Journey  
 
PB Ann Whitford Paul 

Perk Up Your Picture Book Manuscript 
 
IL Don Tate 

Picturing the Story 
2-hour intensive 

 
4:00 - 4:15 PM 
Closing Remarks 

 
 
SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 4, 2020 
 
 

8:45 - 10:15 AM 
Critique Slots 
 
10:20 - 10:30 AM  
Opening Remarks 
 



   



 
   

10:30 - 12:00 PM 
Breakout Session 3 
N K.L. Going 

From Big Picture to Nuance: Why Creating 
           a Unique Voice Is Essential For Going the  
          Distance 
 
PB Pat Z. Miller 

My Writing Apprenticeship 
 
IL Don Tate 

Show & Tell: Lessons Learned Along the  
Journey 

 
IN Jackie Lipton 

Legal Issues For Authors 
 
12:00 - 1:00 PM 
Lunch 
 
1:00 - 3:00 PM 
2 Hour Intensive 
N Sara Sargent 

* The Cult of Personality: How to Build a 
Book with Gripping Characters  

 
PB Kevin Lewis 

The Truth About Trucks, Trains and 
Toddlers: Writing Books for the Very Young 

 
IL Zeke Pena 

* Where the Sidewalk Ends: Drawing 
memory and magic into your story 

 
3:00 - 3:10 PM 
Break 
 
3:10 - 3:40 PM  
Closing Keynote 
Crystal Allen 
Write Free: What You Should And Shouldn't Take 
From A Conference 
 
3:40 - 4:00 PM 
Closing remarks, Awards, & JL Nixon Nominations 

 
 
MONDAY  OCTOBER 4, 2020 



6:00 - 9:00 PM  Extended Critique Slot 
 
 
BREAKOUT SESSION & INTENSIVE DESCRIPTIONS 
Except as noted, all sessions will be recorded and available for 30 days post conference. Faculty 
sessions denoted with (*) will not be recorded; recording of sessions denoted with (ᐩ) are TBD. 
 
Megan Abbate 
 
Novel Breakout 
Be Your Own Editor 
In this session, Megan will explain the most common revision notes she gives her authors, share 
some before-and-after examples, and give lots of specific tips to try with your own writing. 
 
PB Breakout 
Finding the Shape of Your Picture Book 
In such a short format, what does a narrative arc look like? Do all picture books have one? In this 
session, we'll use mentor texts to identify and examine various strategies for creating a narrative in a 
picture book manuscript.  
 
Crystal Allen 
 
Closing Keynote 
Write Free: What You Should And Shouldn't Take From A Conference 
 
Varsha Bajaj 
 
Picture Book Breakout 
Finding the Heart of the Picture Book 
Well-crafted picture books make emotional connections, despite having few words. Learn how 
layers of narrative and voice can strengthen your manuscript and leave a lasting impression on your 
readers. 
 
KL Going 
 
Opening Keynote 
KL Going Reveals the Secrets of Going the Distance: Top Takeaways from 
Twenty Years in the Publishing Industry 
Living the creative life is a marathon, not a sprint. It takes continual renewal of commitment and 
dedication to the craft. From independent bookstore manager, to slush reader, to agent, to author 
and editor, KL Going has experienced the publishing industry in a way that few others have. She'll 
reveal the most common mistakes she sees aspiring authors make, the pathways to forging a 



successful career, and what she's learned about surviving the challenges of rejections, editing, and 
reviews. With equal parts inspiration and practical advice, we'll explore how to thrive long term. 
 
 
Novel Breakout 
From Big Picture to Nuance: Why Creating a Unique Voice Is Essential For Going the Distance 
Novels have many intangible qualities that can make the difference 
between good or great, sale or rejection. Sometimes it's difficult to 
put your finger on why a story with a great plot, solid characters, and excellent writing still comes 
across as average. On the other hand, some books with very little plot have words that leap off the 
page. Voice is one of the most powerful tools in a writer's repertoire. In this session, KL Going will 
discuss how mastering voice can make all the difference in your writing career.  
 
Novel Intensive 
Exploring the Hero's Journey  
What are the elements that all great 
stories have in common? How can we step back from our works-in-progress 
to gain insight into what's going right and what's going wrong? Can 
models such as Joseph Campbell's Hero's Journey really help us to 
transform our writing? Do archetypes help or hurt our storytelling? 
Delve deep into the writing process to explore the progression from the 
ordinary world, to finding allies and ogres, to creating extraordinary 
stakes, and ultimately to achieving satisfying, memorable resolutions. 
 
 
Elizabeth Law 
 
Industry Breakout 
8 Things You Didn't Know About the Acquisition Process 
Join editor Elizabeth Law to discuss the ins and outs of the acquisition process at a publishing 
house and how it has and hasn’t changed in the new world of Covid-19. 
 
Kevin Lewis 
 
Illustrator Breakout 
Insights Into illustration Not Taught in Art School (Probably) 
General advice for illustrators on everything from picture books for the very young to early illustrated 
chapter books and graphic novels with examples from both classic and contemporary children’s 
literature. 
 
PB Intensive 
The Truth About Trucks, Trains and Toddlers: Writing Books for the Very Young 



Part I looks at writing for the youngest members of our audience, focusing on developmental 
considerations, time-tested techniques based on those considerations, and industry standouts that 
exemplify best practices. Part II centers on my own personal experiences as an author (and editor) 
with these factors. 
 
Jacqui Lipton 
 
Industry Breakout 
Legal Issues For Authors 
Learn about some of the legal issues writers and artists confront when creating, submitting, and 
marketing their work. Among the issues discussed will be agent and publisher contracts, copyright 
basics, defamation and piracy, and additional resources for accessible and affordable legal 
assistance. 
 
Novel Breakout 
Strengthening Your First Pages 
The first pages of your manuscript need to grab the attention of an agent, editor, and your future 
readers. Learn strategies for crafting and revising opening scenes that will compel readers to keep 
turning the page.  
 
Participants may submit 1-2 pages to be used as examples during the presentation.  
 
Pat Zietlow Miller 
 
PB Breakout 
My Writing Apprenticeship 
When I decided I wanted to be an author, I was a middle-aged, Midwesterner with no connections in 
the writing world. Four years later, I was still Midwestern and even more middle-aged, but I’d sold 
my first book to a Big Five publisher. I then sold 19 more titles in the next nine years. Here, I’ll share 
the writing apprenticeship I put myself through that helped me make the sales. 
 
Zeke Peña 
 
Breakout Session 
Just Keep Drawing!  
Insight on the illustration process to help you make art directors happy. Zeke Peña wears many hats 
– as an award-winning illustrator of My Papi Has a Motorcycle (Kokila 2019) and as an art director 
for indie publisher Cinco Puntos Press. Zeke will share some recent book projects he art directed, 
review book production processes, and discuss how to work better with art directors. 
 
Illustration Intensive* 
Where the Sidewalk Ends: Drawing memory and magic into your story 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdap1b3Zak0L9-1U6IFUCafHloxlRt7UqEQS_EEObxRhU_GGg/viewform?usp=sf_link


As illustrators we try to be intentional and think critically about why our characters make certain 
choices or look a certain way. Accessing memory while creating gives us an entire library of context 
to support the story and visual choices. In this intensive, illustrators will tap into their personal 
experiences in response to a prompt provided by art director Zeke Pena that will allow them to work 
through the problem-solving process of bringing an illustration to life. Assignment details will be sent 
to illustrators following registration.  
 
Tanusri Prasanna* 
 
Industry Breakout 
Your Agent Questions Answered 
Do you have questions about searching for and working with a literary agent? Join agent Tanusri 
Prasanna for a discussion on the creator-agent relationship from query to contract and beyond. 
Topics covered include finding the right agent, query letters, what client representation entails, and 
how book contracts work.  
 
Sara Sargent* 
 
Novel Intensive 
The Cult of Personality: How to Build a Book with Gripping Characters  
It’s so important to create dimensional, fully fleshed-out characters—and this workshop teaches 
authors how to build characters from the ground up in order to help readers really connect with and 
stay engaged in the story.  
 
   



Don Tateᐩ 
 
Breakout Session 
Show & Tell: Lessons Learned Along the Journey 
As the author and/or illustrator of more than 80 trade and educational picture books over a 30+ 
career, author-illustrator Don Tate has experienced the highs and lows of children's book publishing. 
In this inspiring show-and-tell presentation, Don will offer inspiring ideas, practical suggestions, and 
lessons learned along the way. A Q&A discussion will follow.   
 
Intensive 
Picturing the Story 
Great picture book illustration is not about decorating the author's words, but visualizing the story 
and adding on to it. In this hands-on workshop, attendees will complete a visual assignment 
beforehand to discuss and critique with the group. The workshop will aim to help illustrators to think 
beyond the words and to develop better visual narrative, pacing and page-turns. Assignment details 
will be sent to illustrators following registration.  
 
Ann Whitford Paul  
 
PB Intensive 
Perk Up Your Picture Book Manuscript 
The best plot in the world will fall flat without lyrical language. Bring a manuscript and we’ll do 
exercises to make your language match your story’s action. 
 


