
2019 SCBWI Houston Conference - Authentic Storytelling   

 INTENSIVES SCHEDULE FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2019  

 
 
8:30am - 9:00am 
Check-In Grand Ballroom A-E 
 

 
 
9:00am - 12:00pm 
AM Intensive Tracks 
 

Kait Feldmann 
Picture Book 
Bootcamp  
Ballroom FG&H 

 
Bring your WIP to this hands-on picture 
book boot camp! We’ll practice 
techniques for pacing, pagination, 
punctuation, POV, and plenty more. 
Please bring: 2 single-sided hard 
copies of a WIP (we will be cutting this 
up), 10pgs of blank 8.5 x 11 paper, 
scissors, glue-stick or tape, and your 
favorite picture book (don’t worry, 
we’re not cutting this up!). 

 
Danielle Burby 
Mastering Plot 
Richmond Room  
 

Plots can be slippery and tricky to pin 
down. Some writers like to map it out 
before they start writing and others 
prefer to figure it out on the go, but, no 
matter how you get there, a story 
needs to hit certain beats and 
accomplish certain structural tasks. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re writing literary 
or commercial, contemporary or 
fantasy, every story needs to follow a 
clear trajectory and hit certain key 
moments. In this breakout session we 
will go over the plot checklist in depth 
and gain tools for setting your novel up 
for structural success. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vanessa Brantley 
Newton  
Freeing Yourself 
Through Collage: A 

Workshop Briar Park Room 
 
Illustrators will be making their own 
papers for collage! You will need to 
bring your own brushes and 
water-soluble paints (Watercolor paints 
work well.) to create colored papers. 
Illustrators will share and/or trade 
papers and proceed with a collage 
project.  
 

 
 
12:00pm - 1:00pm  
Lunch Grand Ballroom A-E 
 

 
 
1:00pm - 3:00pm**  
PM Intensive Tracks 
** Illustrator Track ends later at 4:00pm 

 
Megan & Jorge Lacera 
Write. Draw. Repeat.  
Ballroom FG&H 
 

In this intensive for writers AND 
illustrators, Megan and Jorge will share 
insights and tips for creating picture 
books that tap into the true power of 
the format. What do artists wish writers 
understood more clearly? What do 
writers hope artists would more often 
consider? How can we take our picture 
book game up a notch (or ten!) through 
deeper knowledge of narrative, visual, 
and oral storytelling? Attendees may 
submit work ahead of time to be 
selected for inclusion and discussion in 
the workshop. 
 
 
 
 

 
Caroline Leech  
Who Is That? Bringing 
Your Characters to Life 
Richmond Room 

 
Have you ever reached the end of a 
book and felt like you’ve lost your best 
friend? Do you find yourself recalling 
story characters months later as if you 
had met them in real life? Have you 
ever fallen in love with a fictional guy or 
girl (and have you ever admitted it)? 
Authors sometimes say that a 
character leaped off their pages 
fully-formed, but more likely, they’ve 
worked hard to carve that living, 
breathing character out of the granite 
block of their story. YA author, Caroline 
Leech, will lead a fun and interactive 
workshop to give you the tools to 
create characters that really come alive 
for your readers.  
 

Jim Hoover 
It’s A Picture Book 
Dummy, Silly!  
Briarpark Room 

 
Attendees will focus on a fully 
paginated, fleshed-out 32-page picture 
book dummy as well as receiving 
critique from Art Director, Jim Hoover. 
You can use a story you’ve been 
thinking of tackling for a while, or one 
off the top of your head —or adapt an 
existing fairy tale / public domain story. 
Lastly, if you have a writing partner you 
collaborate with, you may choose to 
use that for your Intensive piece, so 
long as it’s okay with that person. 
 
** Illustrator Track ends later at 4:00pm

 
Intensives Key 

 

 Picture Book 

 Novel 

 Illustrators 


